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THES DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITEO STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 
m AND 794, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. {TS TRANSMISSION OR REVE= 
LATION OF I7S CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 
‘ ; PROHIGITED BY Law. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROWIBITED. 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


The Sovromlem agency is a state owned enterprise for the procurement of 
wood. It operates five large sawnills and lumberyards in Onesti, Darmanesti, 
Targu-Ocna, Comanesti and Agas. The general manager is a certain Simon, and 
the general offices are at Bacau, where about 250 persons are employed. 


About 3,200 workers are employed in Onesti, 2,000 in cutting logs in the 

woods and the rest in the sawmill. Trees are felled without regard for 

forest preservation. The whole forest zone in this area has been reduced almost 
to a desert. The sawmill manager is the Rumanian Communist engineer Sassu. 
The chief of the personnel office (politically the most important of all) is 
Dimitru. He is very loyal to the Party and has a harsh temper. I 

a worker in the sawmill. 


Jv 


ere are two daily 
e monthly output amounts to 8,400 cubic meters. All the workers 
are very discontented, since they are obliged to work very hard for little 
pay and food. The food is bad, consisting of watery bean soup every day. 

For food pastes the workers must vay 18 lei a day. Bread is not distributed 
to them. They mast buy it on the black market. However, sometimes they are 
served corn bread In the savmill wages amount to 18 to 25 lei.per hour, in 
the forests to .=45 per hour (Stakhanovite system), After all withholdings © 
are made, a good worker can 6arn, as a maximum, 9,000 lei per month under 
this system. The worl is sufficiently onerous in itself but, aggravated 

by the scarcity and poor quality of the food and the long working hours, the 
workers are completely exhausted at the end of each month trying to meet the 
work norm. 


25X1 


Three lines of saws of the old German type (not automatic) are in operation 
at Darmenesti. The present production is &,800 cubic meters per shift, with 
a monthly total of 5,€00 cubic meters of lumber. The present method of 
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aad Logs must be sub in forests a lcug iJiscence from the sawnill. In 1944 
this sawnill produced about 1,400 cubic meters of lumber a month. How, with - 
two shifts, it produces 8,800 to-9,00G cubic meters. Lumberjacks work 

ten to fourteen hours a day, workers in the milis eight hours a day. However, 
the lumberjacks earn a great deal more pay.» There is no Security office in 
this area. Police duty is performed by eight men detailed from the Militia 
commanded by a staff sergeant. Not mors than four or five percent of the 
population is loyal to the Commmimist Party, ‘The cverwhelming majority 

ig disillusioned with the system imposed by the fovernment. 
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